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In this 2020-2021 issue of the Honor Roll of Donors, we recognize, celebrate, and, above all, thank everyone
who has stepped up and given at a time when the Dauphin Island Sea Lab needed you most. As you know,
your gifts are vital to the strength of the Sea Lab. 

The summer of 2021 was markedly better at the DISL than in 2020. All the University Programs' classes and
Discovery Hall Programs' summer camps were able to be in person on campus. Even though things had to be
done differently, in order to be done safely, students and campers alike were delighted to be together. 

I am gratified by all the good things that have not changed, especially the uplifting dedication of friends like
you. At a time of truly unprecedented demands on the Sea Lab, its faculty, and students, you have risen to the
challenge with extraordinary generosity. Thanks to you, gifts to the DISL Foundation have surpassed a half-
million dollars for only the second time in the DISL Foundation's history. 

Due to your commitment to the Sea Lab, we were able to provide two scholarships for high school students
and 13 partial scholarships for University Programs students. By supporting the Sea Lab, you have helped
these deserving students continue their education. Fourteen new microscopes were added to the University
Program which were used in teaching Marine Biology, Marine Invertebrate Zoology, Marine Vertebrate
Zoology, Marine Ecology, and Marine Botany. Your generous donations allowed us to update the BayMobile,
underwrite the camp for children with disabilities, underwrite the regional remotely operated vehicle (ROV)
competition, and provide funding for a very special interactive teaching aid for the Discovery Hall Programs. 

Best of all and for what we are most thankful is successfully completing the capital campaign, Building
Spaces for a Brighter Future, for the new outdoor classroom and new scientific pool. Both of these will
significantly improve the campus and the ability to provide robust, experiential marine science instruction. 

Once again, I want to express my gratitude for you. All of your support throughout the pandemic has been
exceptional and has made a huge impact. Because of you the faculty and marine educators have been able
to provide the best educational experiences that will prepare these students to be environmentally conscious
citizens of the world.  

T h a n k  y o u !T h a n k  y o u !

P.S. If you would like a peek at the new classroom and pool, as well as, a behind-
the-scenes tour of the DISL, please contact Helene Hassell at 251-307-5903 to set
it up.  

Helene Hassell
Director of Development
Executive Director 
Dauphin Island Sea Lab Foundation

Bob Collins
Chair, Board of Trustees
Dauphin Island Sea Lab Foundation

P.P.S. We are so grateful for the loyalty demonstrated by those who are listed in the
Honor Roll of Donors. If your name appears in the Honor Roll, you have our heartfelt
thanks. If you are not included this year, this is a great time to become a part of the
exciting, boundless potential of the Dauphin Island Sea Lab. Every gift is powerful and
strengthens the Dauphin Island Sea Lab now and into the future.

Sincerely,






Despite the challenges we continue to experience due to COVID-19, your ongoing support of the Dauphin Island
Sea Lab has made it possible for us to deliver world-class lessons and research in the marine sciences. Without
your support, this would not be possible. 

Moreover, through your support we continue to improve infrastructure on our campus that will ultimately allow us
to also improve the educational opportunities we provide for our students. As a result of your donations, we were
able to complete our first capital campaign and allow us to construct a new Outdoor Classroom and Pool
complex. This upgraded facility will allow us to expand opportunities offered by Discovery Hall Programs and
University Programs for ROV and scientific diving programs. 

In the coming year, and with your continued support, we look to achieve our goal articulated in the strategic plan
to bring our public aquarium into the modern age with new and updated exhibits and messaging.  It’s an exciting
time on the Dauphin Island Sea Lab campus and we look forward to having you join us on this adventure. 
 
Again, on behalf of everyone here, I say THANK YOU.   

Dr. John F. Valentine

Executive Director, Dauphin Island Sea Lab



“This project has been a vision of the DISL educators for a long
time. We’re really excited to see this project move forward.
Everybody’s support and contributions helped make this a reality”
DISL Foundation Director Helene Hassell said.  

The scientific diving program at DISL is one that will greatly
benefit from the larger pool. 

Building Spaces for a Brighter FutureBuilding Spaces for a Brighter Future
The possibilities of marine education and research are expanding on the Dauphin Island Sea Lab campus. The DISL
Foundation broke ground on a new outdoor classroom and a larger, deeper pool on the DISL campus on October 29.
This upgrade will expand teaching opportunities, allow more students to participate simultaneously, and provide a
teaching location adaptable to times of pandemics.

The DISL Foundation wrapped up the Capital Campaign for the new pool and outdoor classroom in October, which
included funds awarded by the Mobile County Commission. 

 "The County Commission is always excited when we’re presented with an opportunity to support the Sea Lab. The
many things they do, not only for the young people and the students in our community but for students all over the
United States, ” Mobile County Commissioner Randall Dueitt added

Commissioners Dueitt and Connie Hudson joined the DISL Foundation, Dauphin Island Mayor Jeff Collier, and
supporters of the DISL for the groundbreaking ceremony. 

The Pool and Classroom Capital Campaign was also supported by the following generous supporters: Alabama
Power Foundation, J.L. Bedsole Foundation, Ben May Charitable Trust, Crampton Trust, The Daniel Foundation, 
       C. D. Helen & Jeff Glaze Foundation, The Hearin-Chandler Foundation, the Dr. Monte L Moorer Foundation, the 
            DISL Foundation Board of Directors and many individuals.  

                   The next step in the construction of the new outdoor classroom and pool is securing a contractor to
                   begin construction.

"There are some research projects that include the need for 
scientific diving, so, having somebody with this ability enhances 
the level of science at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab," DISL Safety 
Dive Officer Grant Lockridge explained. "Being able to teach the basic scuba skills and elevate those skills to
scientific diving would also help in the efforts to diversify STEM programming on campus." 



The financial challenges facing many families at this time could be a barrier to allowing young minds to
explore the world of marine science. Scholarships supported by you break down that barrier. This year the
DISL Foundation, through your donations, the Mike deGruy Scholarship, the Jenny Cook Scholarship, and
the annual employee campaign, was able to provide scholarships for Discovery Hall Programs and
University Programs.  

Scholarships Put the Focus on EducationScholarships Put the Focus on Education

 “It was a way to lift some of the financial burden off of my family,
and I am very grateful. It also gave me confidence that I was in the
field that was right for me,” Troy University student Kaitlyn Sampson
said.

“The scholarships allowed me to take on the full experience of DISL.
I am very grateful for all the money to allow me to have the best
summer. As well as taking some stress off my parents,” University
of West Alabama student Alayna Collins said.

“Being in the field, just seeing those things up close, it's way 
different from seeing it in a textbook or seeing it in a 
documentary,” Goveia shared about the course. “You can truly 
think about how it impacts other things. The field experience 
mixed with what I learned in class was very cool and it definitely helped me decide what I want to do in
college.”

The DISL Foundation also provided 13 partial scholarships for University Programs summer session
students. The scholarships were a helping hand with room and board, tuition, and books. The scholarships
were funded by the Mike deGruy Scholarship, donors, and the annual employee campaign. The scholarships
allowed the students to focus on their studies, instead of finances, which created a richer experience during
their summer courses at the DISL.

You can continue to deliver a summer focus on education
with a donation to the Dauphin Island Sea Lab Foundation. 

Maia Goveia examines her specimens
for her research project.

Kaitlyn Sampson in the field during the
UP 2021 Summer Session.

Maia Goveia earned the chance to take part in the course
thanks to the Jenny Cook Scholarship. She is a senior at
Baldwin Senior High School in Baldwin, New York, and plans
to major in marine science. The course was a perfect fit
before heading off to college. 

University of Alabama Student Thomas Penta said, "The
scholarship and work-study allowed me to focus on my
course and without having to worry as much about
money or finding employment on the island. 

Discovery Hall Programs residential marine science course delivers a unique four-week experience for 9th
through 12th-grade students. Just recently, students gained the option to sign up for biology credit through the
University of West Alabama. The students live on campus and gain a better understanding and appreciation of
the various disciplines in marine biology and oceanography.



H o n o r  R o l l  o f  D o n o r sH o n o r  R o l l  o f  D o n o r s
The DISLF values each and every gift from alumni, parents, friends, and other generous supporters. Your
charitable contributions make a difference to the students, faculty, and marine environmental research.

The DISLF Honor Roll of Donors is one way of recognizing our donors.  The Honor Roll is organized into a
system which represents a hierarchy of levels of current and cumulative giving.

THE GEORGE CROZIER SOCIETY
Recognizes donors whose current gift or cumulative giving over the years is $10,000 or more.

Platinum Society:
Gold Society:

$5,000,000 or more Silver Society:
Bronze Society:$1,000,000 to $499,999

$100,000 to $999,999
$10,000 to $99,999

DONOR CLUBS

Recognizes donors whose giving level is up to $9,999 in fiscal year 2020-2021.

$5,000 to $9,999World Ocean Club:

$1,000 to $4,999Gulf of Mexico Club:

Mobile Bay Club:

Tensaw Delta Club:

 $100 to $999

 $1 to $99

THE LEGACY SOCIETY
The DISLF Legacy Society recognizes donors who have confirmed their gift of a minimum of $10,000
to the DISLF through a will, trust, insurance policy, or other deferred giving instrument.

Lists included in this report reflect gifts from October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021. The proper
recognition of charitable gift donations to the DISLF is important. Please contact Helene Hassell
immediately if your gift was not listed properly or it has been omitted. 

DISLF, PO Box 82151, Mobile, Alabama 36689 - 251-307-5903 - admin@sealabfoundation.org



THE GEORGE CROZIER SOCIETY
Silver Society

Hearin Chandler Foundation Monte L. Moorer Foundation

Sonny Middleton Estate
Bronze Society

Alabama Power Foundation
Anonymous Donor
Austal USA
Ben May Charitable Trust
Gina & Bart Briggs
C.D. Helen & Jeff Glaze Foundation
The Caring Foundation
Karen & Steve Chambless
Coast to Coast Truck & Trailer Sales
Ann & Bob Collins
Crampton Trust
Deanna & George Crozier
Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation
The Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Charlene & John Dindo

DONOR CLUBS
World Ocean Club

A&L Traders, Inc.
Alabama State Port Authority
ASF Logistics
Auburn University Foundation
Barry Booth
Barry L. Brown
Joseph Busta, Jr. 
Cele & Allen Cameron
Carolyn Williams Saunders Foundation
Cunningham DeLaney Construction
Jane & George Davis
Angela Dunn
Debbie & Gary Freedman
Angie & Tom Gaillard
Lisa & Travis Goodloe
Duncan Greenwood
Autrey Greer & Sons, Inc.
Gulf of Mexico Alliance
Bill Haffner
Fred Hardman
Jack Hawkins
Brooks Hieronymus
Luella & Pfilip Hunt
Jamie & Jay Ison
Stella & Charlie Jackson
Hettie & Bill Johnson

Gulf of Mexico Club

Martha Wiese Estate

Mary & Ken Ellingwood
Framer Enterprises
Floyd Fraser
John Goodloe
Hancock Whitney Bank
Helene & David Hassell
Iberia Bank
J.L. Bedsole Foundation
The John Steely Adams Foundation
Austill & Vic Lott
Martin Family Foundation
Robert Meaher
Mobile Bar Pilots
Mobile Big Game Fishing Club, Inc.
Pelican Conservancy/Robert Keller

PMT Publishing
PNC
Poarch Band of Creek Indians
Point Clear Charities
Regions Bank
Iboo Green Rencher
Mike Rogers
Marty Stapleton
State of Alabama
UJ Chevrolet Co., Inc.
Denise & John Valentine
Margaret VanLoock
WKRG 
Windcreek

Friends of Dog River Foundation
Charlie Gray

Ingalls Shipbuilding Abraham Mitchell
Oakworth Capital Bank

Kari & Ben King
Russell Ladd III
Haley Landers
Langan Construction
Troy Layton
Lexus of Mobile
Lyons Law Firm
McCall Family Charitable Fund
The Miller Charitable Foundation
Kimi & Allen Oaks
Orange Beach Marina
Personal Edge Fitness
Jocko Potts
Schmidt & Barton Family Fund
Jeff Schock
Julie Sirmon
Jeffrey St. John
Vicky & Charles Stapleton
Surf Song Realty LLC
Thompson Engineering Inc
Alan Tolson
Skipper Tonsmeire
Richard Tremayne
University of Alabama
University of South Alabama

ExxonMobil



Julie & Ben Citrin
Clark Personnel
Douglas Clarke
Amy & Dan Clements
Coastal Periodontics & Implant Dentistry, PC
Jean & Charles Cockrell
Catherine & Brian Comer
Erin Cooper
Cooper/T. Smith
Rob Couch
Ricky Courtney
Cowles, Murphy, Glover & Assoc.
Jacob Crane
Cunningham Bounds
William Curtright
Sally D`Aquin
Suzanne & Michael Damrich
Kay Davis
Susan Davis
Michael De Laney
Carol Dehart
Carol Dixon
Angela & Robert Dixon
Dockside Services
Kelly Dorgan
Sharon Drachlis
Suanne Drake
Lisa & Kennon Drew
Beth Drude
Arvid Druhan
Susan Dubey
Mary Day & Billy Dumas
Lauren & Alex Dunnam
Mary Edmonds
Jeremy Edwards
Eichold Family Foundation Fund
Ericka Elzey
Tiffany & David England
Lance Estrada
Lillie Eubanks
Ben Evans
Jonathan Farr
Jane & Frank Feagin
Feather Your Nest
Lee Fernandez
Chris Feske
Sandra Forbus
Dabney Foshee
Lauren Frame
Jayne Gaillard
Galati Yacht Sales
Bob Galloway
Gary Garstecki
Thomas Gaskin
Brandi Geisert
Kim Gillow
Sean Gilthorpe
Meg Goecker
Eva Golson
Mary & Joe Gonzales
J. Russell Goodloe
Mendel & Greg Graeber
Sabrina Green
Christopher Greene

Mobile Bay Club
Nancy & James Adams
Thinkdata Solutions of Alabama
Cathy Albright 
Stephanie & Alan Alexander
Wendy & Mark Allen
Wil Amanor
Anders, Boyette and Brady
Stephen Anderson
Lori Angelo
Kendra & Thomas Ashby
Kristin & Joe Babington
Suzanne & Ted Baer
Melissa Baker
Kim Baker-Tucker
Kelley Barfoot
Shana & Greg Bass
Pierce Baymiller
Beard Equipment Company
Amy & Bennett Bearden
John Bedsole
Susan & Travis Bedsole
Angela & John Bell
Diane & Dick Berry
Lisa Billings
Debbie & Tee Blalock
Flossie & Tommy Blankenship
Wiley Blankenship
Jennifer Bloodgood
BlueWater Yachts
Matthew Boehm
Brenda & Uwe Bollow
Sage & Preston Bolt
Bobbey Brannan
Donald Briskman
Chambliss & David Brister
Anne Blake & John Brooks
Donna & Frank Brown
Joe Brown
Tanna Brown
Scott Browning
Don Brummett
Bullard Automotive
Goldie Burkholder
John Burkholder
Paul Burkholder
Robert Burns
Catherine Burton
Andrea & Joseph Bush
Lynn Byrd
Arthur Caleb
Renee Campbell
P. Grey Cane III
Susan & Kevin Carley
Ruth Carmichael
David Carrington
Bob Chappelle Jr.
William Chinnis
Gina Chrys
Chunchula Energy Corporation

Craig Greene
Laura & Ed Greer
Les Greer
Kathleen & Robert Greer
Greer Enterprises
Patti Gregory
Gwen Griffin
Joy & James Grodnick
Richard Gudmundson
Prisha Gustina
Barbara Ann Guthans
Rebecca Haberacker
Hand Arendall Harrison Sale, LLC
Judy Haner
Joy & Jimmy Hansel
Hargrove Engineers and Constructors
Robert Harlin
Taylor Harper
Patrick Harrigan
Geoffrey Hawkins
Irene & Harold Hawkins
Teresa Hay
Holman Head
Scott Heggeman
Annette Heim
Helmsing Leach Herlong Newman & Rouse
Mary Hendershot
Stephanie Hernandez
Kenneth Hoadley
Robert Holycross
Robert Howell
Lei Hu
Patricia & Charles Hunter
Kim Husting
Fran Hyatt
Bonney Irwin
It's Inviting
Kevin Ives
Dennis, Lynda, Adam and Kara Jackson
Alton James
Chloe Jarman
Siri & Jim Johnson
Neil C. Johnston Sr.
Stefania Jones
Tom Jones
Eunice Joyner
Nancy Kalifeh
Morgan Kennedy
Harper Kenney
Barbara King
Leigh & William Kleinschrodt
Susan & David Koppenol
Despina & George Koulianos
Jeffrey W. Krause
Jane Kretzer
Ernest Ladd
John Lehrter
Angela Levins
Charles Lilly
Patricia Linder
LLB&B Inc. Real Estate
Samuel Lockmiller
Sandy Lovell

Jessica Lunt
Vicki & Bob Lyons
Mimi Lyons
Barbara &  Berney Malkove
James Manley
Russell March
Daphne & Guy Marcum
Marine Rigging
Master Boat Builders
Amber Mathis
Beth Mathison
Margie Mauldin
Bill May
Robert Maycock
Tomi Sue Mayer
Cody Mayo
Willson McClelland
Joe McDonald
Ashleigh McGriff
Alysa McKee
Don McKee
McKinney Petroleum
Heather McLemore
Jenny McLester
Anna & John McMurphy
John McNeil
Lucy & Trip McVay
Hugh McWhorter
Jimbo Meador
Metzger's Clothing
Karen Miller
Lauren Miller
Mississippi Export Railroad Co.
Merrill Mitchell
Mayer and Arlene Mitchell Charitable 
         Foundation
Mobile Ship Chandlery
Rebecca Moellinger
Howard Moore
Eliska Morgan
Morgan Stanley
Amy Morris
Miriam & Andrew Morrow
Hilton & Mark Mostellar
Ernie and Debbie Munoz
Joy & Pat Murphy
Lisa & Jay Murray
Lynn Myers
Katy & Sean Nicholas
Joan & Charles Nichols
Noblet Family Dental
Betsy & Richard Otts
Jacqueline Owsley
Jim Park
Julius Patranos
James Paulk
Pelican Coast Conservancy, Inc.
Perdido Beach Resort
Henry Perkins
Robert Perkins Jr.
Nanci Phillips
Suzanne Phillips
Pickett Real Estate



Pischeck Industries
Monica & Sean Powers
Roy Price
Sarah Pulliam
Jamie & Marion Quina Jr.
Deb Ramsden
Louise & Forress Rayford
Rayford and Associates
Rebound Disinfection, LLC
Michael Reynolds
Richard Murray & Co.
Jeri & Erling Riis III
Heather & Kevin Riley
Lanie Roberts
Rob't J. Baggett, Inc.
Wayne Roe
Marolyn Rounsaville
Jamelle Roy
Michelle Rumpf
Virginia Russell
Peggy Salisbury

Sanders Hyland Corp.
Howard Schramm Jr.
Josef Schuster
Dee & Jeffrey Scott
Carol & Bob Sharp
Alfred Shearer
Deanie & Bill Skinner
Lee Smee
Andrew Smith
Stephanie & Charles Smith
Natalie & Garrett Smith
Teresa & Gus Smith
Sophiella Gallery
Jeanne Southall
Southstate Bank
Linda & Sam St. John
Russell Steiner Sr.
Charissa Stephens
Selden Stephens
Shelley Stephens
Stillman College

Clifton Vaughan
Lee Vick
Nancy & Todd Volkman
Phillip Waldrop
Anne & David Walsh
Derrick Walters
Rick Watts
WB Shedd & Co
Jay Weber
Amanda Whisenhant
Marc Whitehead
Blacksher White-Spunner
Robert Wilbanks
Judy Wilbourn
Mike Wilhelm
Kim & Bob Willett
Wes Williams
Williams Charitable Foundation
Jane Williamson
Xante Corporation
Linyer & Tommy Zieman

Jean & Sandy Stimpson
Judy & Rick Stout
Lola Strong
Marilynn & Allen Sullivan
Gail Summerford
Roberta & La Don Swann
Taco Mama
Karen & Mike Tafra
Linda & Al Tenhundfeld
Tensaw Land & Timber CO., Inc.
Terracon Consultants
Bryan Thames
Thompson CAT
David Thorpe
Helen & Cooper Thurber
Amanda & Jason Tinsley
Anita & E.M. Toler
Kim Toney
Catie & Cooper Trent
Trustmark Bank
Elizabeth & Selwyn Turner

Tensaw Delta Club
Gary Adams
Kelly & Tom Adger
Marian Alderman
Karen & Chad Alford
Ann Bedsole
Madison Blanchard
Janee Bonner
Louise Bullock
Allison Burgess
William Calbeck
Judy & Hall Calhoun
Margaret Campbell
Robin Campbell
Laura Capell
Betty Clark
Chellie & Brad Clark
Richard Coleman
Jeff Collier
Charlotte Cook
Keri Coumanis
Chesna Cox
Elise & Robert Crockett
Dorothy David
Lindsay Davis
Kristen &  Drew Delaney
Regina Doi-Kollegger
Gilbert Dukes Jr.

Russell Easterling
Mary & Carl Engerson
Jeni England
Susan Estes
Kim & Joe Fesenmeier
Joshua D. Goff
Stephen Goula
Tricia & Duane Graham
Deborah Gunter
Cathy Hamilton
Cassie Hanback
Elizabeth & Wayt Harris
Caroll Hartline
Cissie Havard
Tom Herder
Jean E. Herrold
Crystal Hightower
Christine Hilburn
Jedidiah Hill
Bob Holt
Allison & Jack Horner
Linda Horton
Shirley & Frank Houston
Heather Houston
Bethany Hudson
IPC Industries
Kay Terry Johnson

Caroline Jumper
Barbara Katenkamp
Jason Kudulis
Wanda Ladnier
Doris Lanham
Jeana Layne
Robert Lewis
Laura Linn
Grant Lockridge
Jane Marks
Rachael & Barrett McCall
Rachel McDonald
Angela McKinnell
Christian Miller
Tina Miller-Way
Melissa Mills
Peggy Mitchell
Ryan and JoAnn Moody
Julie Nabors
Daniel Nasharr
John Nix
Anna Parks
Cindy Paul
Sally & Dave Pearsall
Natalie Persons
Sandra Prescott
Terri Quint

Scott Rikard
Kelly Robinson
Stacy Sergeant
Christine Shaw
Ricky Simon
Shelia & Eddie Slaton
Ginger Smith
Joan Smith
Brandi Snell
Elizabeth Stevens
Shayna Sura
Becca Szczepanski
Molly Taylor
Robert Walker
Judy Walters
Becky Wasden
Paul Weaver
Erin Wheeler
Donna White
Jackie Wilson
Danny Winstanley
William Woodruff
Lee S. Yokel
Lisa Young
Patti Zukley

In Kind Donations
A Team Fishing Adventures
Joey Abruscato
Airboat Express
America's Amazon Adventures
Ashland Gallery
Ann Ashley Jewelry
Auburn University
Battle House Hotel
Beard Equipment Company
Bellingrath Home & Gardens
Callaghans Social Club
Cara & Co.
Castles & Crowns
Center for Dermatology
The Cheese Cottage
CK Collection
Crescent Theater
Cycle Circuit
Dauphin Island Sea Lab
Dauphin Island Sea Lab Foundation
Dauphin's

Debra's
Delta Fly Fishing
Tom Dempsey
Dinner's Ready
DISL Alabama Aquarium
DISL Manatee Sighting Network
The Duke
East Bay Clothier
Elite Island Resorts
Fairhope Inn
The Fairhope Store
Feather Your Nest
Five Gold Monkeys
Food Pak International
Eugenia Foster
Fresh Seafood
GC Interiors, Inc.
Get Tight Offshore Fishing Charter
Gold Art
The Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa
Gray Gulf Charters

Gulf Distributing
Gwin's Printing
Haley Dermatology
The Happy Olive
Hemline
Hillcrest Optical
The Holiday
John B. Howell, III
Hummingbird Way
Island House Hotel
It's Inviting
Ivy Cottage
Janie Long Photography
JubileeScape
Harper Kenney
Ben King
Knot Just Beads
Dennis Langan
Louise Doggett Antiques
Lush
Lyons Share

M.A. Simons
Dr. Madelyn King
The Martin Center
McCoy Outdoor Co.
Metzger's Clothing
Mobile Bay National Estuary Program
Mosquito Joe
Murder Point Oysters
Nixons Midtown
The Noble South
Noblet Family Dental
OsteoStrong
Sarah Otts Gallery
OWA Amusement Park
Parker Dental
Ira Patrick
Peak Fitness
Persnickety Pets
PMT Publishing
Punta Clara Kitchen
Red Beard's Outfitters

Roosters
SEC
Ryan Shaw
The Shoe Gallery Boutique
Skinner's Seafood
Softwasherz
Sophiella Gallery
Springhill Ace Hardware
Alan Tolson
Cooper Trent
University of Alabama
Via Emilia
Dr. Valerie Vick
The Visitation Shop
Rebekah Webb Fine Art & Design
The Whatchamacall It Shop
Your CBD Store West Mobile
Zimlich's Patio & Garden Center
Zundel's Jewelry



One of the microscopes upgraded the view of the ocean for students when they are exploring Mobile Bay and the
Gulf of Mexico on the R/V Alabama Discovery. This microscope gives students the chance to see the minuscule
marine flora and fauna during boat trips into Mobile Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. All programs benefit from this
addition to the DISL’s floating classroom.

“Recently, we put a squid under the scope and the kids got a close up of the chromatophores on a live squid,”
DISL’s Discovery Hall Programs educator Angie Dixon shared. “Hearing the ohs and ahs and watching the light bulb
go off in young minds is rewarding.”

Some of the other cool things students have seen up close are the compound eye of a crustacean, comb jellies, and
live marine leeches. 

In 2020, a Regions Bank Foundation grant allowed for the purchase of four microscopes with cameras and
projection capabilities. These microscopes were the sole reason classes were able to be taught virtually when the
COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

The importance of the 11 new microscopes in 2021, lies in the fact that the DISL programs are replacing
microscopes originally purchased in 2007. Vast improvements have been made to microscopes since 2007. Adding
these new microscopes has had a tremendous effect on the ability to teach world-class marine science at the
Dauphin Island Sea Lab.

Not everything taught about the ocean can be seen by the naked
eye. A single drop of ocean water can contain millions of small
organisms, and being able to view these organisms is an important
part of understanding how our oceans work. 

Grants from the Edith and Curtis Munson Foundation and the
Regions Bank Foundation supported the purchase of eleven
microscopes for University Programs. These microscopes were
used in teaching Marine Biology, Marine Invertebrate Zoology,
Marine Vertebrate Zoology, Marine Ecology and Marine Botany.

Microscopic Views of the OceanMicroscopic Views of the Ocean

Marine Education on the RoadMarine Education on the Road

The BayMobile brings the ocean to all ages across the state of Alabama,
especially to schools and communities without the opportunity or the
means to visit the Dauphin Island Sea Lab on a field trip. Discovery Hall
Programs' educators lead audiences on a journey through the northern
Gulf of Mexico. 

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield Caring Foundation provided much needed
funding to help support the BayMobile Program. 

On average, the BayMobile reaches some 13,000 additional K-12 students through the state. The BayMobile
is also highly visible at environmental events held throughout the region.



The pungent mud at the salt marsh was a bit overwhelming for
some, but flopping fish and scurrying crabs brought their
attention back to the important role the estuary provides as a
nursery ground. A private evening tour around the aquarium was
the perfect way to end an adventurous day. Before packing up
and saying goodbye, the campers spent a relaxing morning back
at the beach flying kites, building sandcastles, and fishing using
seine nets. 

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab's Discovery Hall Programs hosted an enthusiastic group of campers this fall.
The three-day Sea Stars Camp designed for students with special needs and their adult companions
brought new and old friends together for the weekend. 

“It’s such an amazing experience from my point of view to see these children and their families getting out
and getting involved with learning about our oceans and the world they live in,” DISL DHP educator JoAnn
Moody said.

Sea Stars Shine BrightSea Stars Shine Bright

The campers were treated to a muddy adventure in the salt marsh, 
a chance to navigate Mobile Bay, and a private evening in the 
aquarium. On the first evening, the campers got acquainted with
 the beach and its evening inhabitants. While some preferred
staying in the dry sand to look for ghost crabs, others waded in the
shallow  waters to look for fish and hermit crabs. The next morning
campers boarded the R/V Alabama Discovery to explore Mobile Bay
and the Gulf of Mexico. This gave them an up-close look at fish,
shrimp, and  other marine animals, but also how research is
conducted at the DISL. 

This experience was enhanced by a donated beach
chair for the weekend which allowed everyone to
explore the beach and the water. The support of the
counselors Marty Dunn, Philip Cosper, Rissa
Stephens and Ashley Allen also contributed the the
success of the weekend.  

“We feel that every child should have access to the
programs that help us understand our amazing
coast and ocean,” DISL DHP Chair Dr. Tina Miller-
Way said. “We thank our Sea Stars sponsors that
allowed us to include this wonderful group of ocean
enthusiasts in our programs.”

The camp is a biennial event supported this year by The Rotary Children’s Foundation, Austal, the Krewe of
Kindness, and individual donors. 

Kendle Larson on board the R/V
Alabama Discovery during Sea Stars

Camp Weekend 2021.



HOW TO GIVEHOW TO GIVE
You choose your best way to support the Dauphin Island Sea Lab with a one time gift
or by leaving a legacy gift in your will or estate through the Dauphin Island Sea Lab

Foundation. Here's how you can continue the impact of giving.

ONLINE GIFTS

Donating online is a simple, secure way to invest
in the DISL’s future. Our new online giving form

gives you the ability to make a gift from anywhere
at sealabfoundation.org.

PLANNED GIFTS

Become a part of the future with a planned gift to
serve as a reminder of your appreciation and love

for the DISL. These gifts can offer financial
benefits through income and estate tax savings
and arrangements that provide lifetime income.

RECURRING GIFTS

Recurring gifts are an easy way to make a big
impact that works for your budget and schedule.
 Set your gift up one time for a monthly, quarterly,
or annual pledge to have your gift automatically

deducted from your credit card.

B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e sB o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s   
2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 12 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

Bob Collins, Chair
Dr. Ben King, Co-Chair
Fred Hardman, Treasurer
Margaret VanLoock, Secretary
Bart Briggs
Scott Browning
Cele Cameron
Susan Carley
Karen Chambless
Dr. John Dindo
David England
John Goodloe
Robert Greer
Bill Haffner
Brooks Hieronymus

Jay Ison
Charlie Jackson
Ernest Ladd
Haley Landers
Mark Langan
Beth Marietta Lyons
Eliska Morgan
Dr. Raoul Richardson
Dr. Jeffrey St. John
Jeff Schock
Cooper Trent
Dr. John Valentine
Jay Weber
Wes Williams
Garrett Williamson

A d v i s o r yA d v i s o r y   
C o m m i t t e eC o m m i t t e e

Walsh Arendall
Melissa Baker
Kinley Bell
Goldie Burkholder
Joe Busta
Allan Crow
George Davis
Angela Dunn
Tom Gaillard
Lisa Goodloe
Charlie Gray
Dr. Robert Harlin
Jimmy Hartman
Scott Heggeman
Luella Hunt

Russell Ladd
Austill Lott
Tomi Sue Mayer
Jimbo Meador
Jocko Potts
Julie Sirmon
Chuck Stapleton
Marty Stapleton
Bryan Thames
Amy Thompson
Alan Tolson
Richard Tremayne
Bud Urquhart
Marc Whitehead
Patrick  Wilson


